
TOWN OF ECKVILLE – COUNCIL MINUTES

Monday, January 10, 2011
Council Chambers

	1.
	Call to Order
	1.0
	Mayor Posti called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Posti, Councillors Matt Amesbury, Dale Chretien, Colleen Ebden, Kevin See, Andrew Van Dirstein, John Walker
Staff:  Administrator Therese Kleeberger, Administrative Assistant Susan Norberg

Press:  Carson Papke

	
	
	
	

	2.
	Delegations
	2.1
	Julian Veuger, Lacombe County Bylaw Enforcement

	
	
	
	

	3.
	Agenda
Res. 442/10
	3.1
	Additional Agenda Items:
5.10 – Budget Meeting – Set Date
5.11 – Council Picture
Moved by Councillor Ebden that the agenda be adopted as presented with the amendments.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes
Res.443/10

	4.1

	Regular Council Meeting December 13, 2010

Moved by Councillor Van Dirstein that the Minutes of the regular Council meeting of December 13, 2010 be adopted as presented.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	 5.
	Action Items
	
	

	
	Defibrillator Donation
Res.444/10
	5.1
	BP Canada recently donated a Lifeline AED Defibrillator to the Town of Eckville.  Gord Ebden, Director of the Eckville Emergency Management Agency (EEMA), requested that the defibrillator be kept at the Eckville Community Centre as that is the designated evacuation centre in the event of a disaster for both the Town and many local oilfield companies.  
Moved by Councillor Van Dirstein that the Lifeline AED Defibrillator that was donated by BP Canada be kept at the Eckville Community Centre.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	
	Eckville Neighborhood Place – Letter of Support
Res.445/10
	5.2
	Each year Eckville Neighbourhood Place has to renew their contract with Child & Family Services and one of the requirements of the renewal is a letter of support from the Town.
Moved by Councillor Chretien that a letter of support be provided to Eckville Neighbourhood Place for renewal of their contract with Child and Family Services Authorities.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	
	Eckville Community Centre Financial Reporting
Res.446/10
	5.3
	The existing Treasurer for the Eckville Community Centre Board has resigned and to date the Board has not been able to find a replacement.  Therefore, they are asking that the Town considers taking over the books for the Eckville Community Centre.
Moved by Councillor Chretien that Council approves the request from the Eckville Community Centre Board for the Town of Eckville staff to take over doing the books for the Eckville Community Centre.  One opposed.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	
	Building Canada Fund – Deadline Extension (Lift Stations and Forcemain Upgrades Project)
Res.447/10
	5.4
	An extension to October 31, 2011 is available for projects under the Building Canada Fund that have started but will not complete construction by March 31, 2011.  A Council Resolution which supports the extension request, and which commits to completing the project and accepting responsibility for any costs incurred after October 31, 2011, is required.
Moved by Councillor Ebden that Council approves the extension request to October 31, 2011 for the Lift Stations and Forcemain Upgrades Project.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	
	Building Canada Fund – Deadline Extension (North Outlet Storm Water Management Project)

Res.448/10
	5.5
	An extension to October 31, 2011 is available for projects under the Building Canada Fund that have started but will not complete construction by March 31, 2011.  A Council Resolution which supports the extension request, and which commits to completing the project and accepting responsibility for any costs incurred after October 31, 2011, is required.

Moved by Councillor Walker that Council approves the extension request to October 31, 2011 for the North Outlet Storm Water Management Project.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	
	North Outlet Storm Water Project – Additional Engineering Costs
Res.449/10
	5.6
	The North Outlet Storm Water Management Plan has been completed.  Tagish Engineering Ltd. has incurred additional unforeseen costs with this project with the total being $8663.00 plus GST, however the project came in below the original contract price and there is $45,382.87 remaining in the amount originally budgeted for the project.
Moved by Councillor Walker that the additional $8663.00 in engineering costs by Tagish Engineering Ltd. for the North Outlet Storm Water Project be approved.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	
	Medicine River Watershed Society’s 5th Annual Trade Show and Open House
Res.450/10
	5.7
	The Medicine River Watershed Society is hosting its 5th Annual Trade Show/Open House and BBQ beef supper on January 24, 2011.  They are requesting support to offset the costs for this event.  The Town of Eckville has included a $500 donation in the 2011 budget to assist the Medicine River Watershed Society with their annual operations.
Moved by Councillor Chretien that Council approves a $500 donation to Medicine River Watershed Society to assist with their 2011 operations.  Two opposed.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	
	Lacombe Regional Solid Waste Authority 2011 Budget
Res.451/10
	5.8
	Approvals are required from member municipalities for the “Notice of Motion to Approve” for the 2011 Lacombe Regional Solid Waste Authority Budget.
Moved by Councillor Ebden that Council approves the “Notice of Motion to Approve” the 2011 Lacombe Regional Solid Waste Authority Budget.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	
	“The Alberta Get Outdoors (‘GO’) Weekend Act” – Letter of Support
Res.452/10
	5.9
	MLA Dave Rodney is spearheading Bill 203, “The Alberta Get Outdoors (‘GO’) Weekend Act”, which will set aside the second weekend of every April as a special time for Albertans to participate in outdoor activities.  Mr. Rodney is requesting support from municipalities to help ensure that “GO Weekend” will become a reality.
Moved by Councillor Walker that the request for a letter of support from MLA Dave Rodney for Bill 203 be received for information.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	
	Budget Meeting – Set Date

	5.10
	Administrator Kleeberger requested that Council choose a date for the next budget meeting.  
The meeting will be held on February 5, 2011 in the Council Chambers at 8:30 a.m.

	
	
	
	

	
	Council Picture

	5.11
	Mayor Posti requested that Council have a new group picture taken at the next Council meeting, January 24, 2011.

	
	
	
	

	2.
	Delegation – Lacombe County Bylaw Enforcement
	2.1
	Julian Veuger, Lacombe County Bylaw Enforcement entered the meeting at 6:50 p.m.

Peace Officer Veuger gave Council an overview of the Peace Office Program, the mandate and an introduction of the Lacombe County Peace Officers and the statistical report for the Town of Eckville.  The Lacombe County Bylaw Enforcement contract hours for 2010 were 384 and the contract hours completed were 381.
Mayor Posti thanked Peace Office Veuger for attending and he left the meeting at 7:31 p.m.

	
	
	
	

	6.
	Bylaws, Projects
	
	None

	
	
	
	

	7.
	Reports
	7.1
	Foreman’s Report

	
	Street Maintenance
	
	The streets were all cleaned for Christmas.  Clearing of snow will not be done until it snows again.

	
	Lift Stations
	
	We had to take the suction line apart on Pump #1 at the West Lift Station and found a coupler for an RV hose in it and an ABS fitting was also jammed in it.  It is working fine now.

New Lift Stations

Most of the wiring and pipefitting is done.  Hopefully the Telus lines will be in this week for callouts/backup alarms.

The old Lift Stations will be shut down the week of January 17th and switching over the piping in the wet wells to the new Lift Stations.  The new ones should be running by the end of that week if all goes well.

	
	Garbage
	
	All is fine.  Lots of garbage after Christmas (4 truckloads versus the normal 2 ½)

	
	Pumphouse
	
	All is fine.

	
	Vehicles
	
	All is fine.

	
	Other
	
	Brian Playfair from the arena is still flooding the outdoor rink for us weekly and it seems it is being used more.

The Christmas decorations have been taken down.

Happy New Year! 
Council extended their thanks to Public Works for plowing the streets on Sunday.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	7.2
	Administrator’s Report

	
	
	
	Activities  in Progress:
· Bulk Sewage Disposal draft agreement/contract. 

· Utility Rates Bylaw Amendment.

· Charitable Donations Policy draft.

· Salvage of old lift station equipment and generators:  approval received for disposal by Silent Auction.  To also include the 1998 Chev S10.  Silent Auction will be held in the spring.
· Lift Stn/Forced Main – design, supply and installation of grinders.

· North Outlet Storm:  engineering study for rehabilitation of storm outlet east of HWY 766 to Medicine River
· Eckville Recreation Board:  letter sent asking how often the Board meets, what their function is and why they would like a Council member to sit on the Board.  No reply yet.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	 7.3  
	Financial Report
The November 2010 Financial Report was reviewed by Council.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	7.4
	Development Officers Report

As at December 31th there have been 38 Development Permits issued with a value of $1,842,402 and three Demolition Permits have been issued to date in 2010.  

For the same period in the prior year 42 Development permits were issued, total value $2,436,634, and 2 Demolition Permit were issued.

Kilian Estates – there are presently 26 lots rented in Phase I with 4 lots vacant and 6 lots are rented in Phase II.  

Fourteen lots have been sold in McDonald Heights, with 11 homes completed.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	7.5
	Website Statistics Report

The year-to-date and 2010 website usage statistics were reviewed by Council.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	7.6
	SeeVirtual360.com Tour Report

Council reviewed the 2010 SeeVirtual360.com Tour Report.

	
	
	
	

	
	Res.453/10
	
	Moved by Councillor Walker that the reports be received for information as presented.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	8.
	Committee, Board Reports
	8.1
	Councillor Chretien – Eckville Chamber of Commerce meeting (Jan.6)


	
	
	
	

	
	Res.454/10
	
	Moved by Councillor Walker that the Committee and Board Reports be received for information as presented.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	9.
	Correspondence, Information Items
	
	

	
	Lacombe Regional Solid Waste Authority (LRSWA) – December 8, 2010 Meeting Minutes/October 2010 Waste Haul Summary
	9.1
	The December 8, 2010 Meeting Minutes and October 2010 Waste Haul Summary were received from LRSWA.

	
	Alberta Tourism, Parks and Recreation – 2014 Alberta Winter Games
	9.2
	Correspondence was received from Alberta Tourism, Parks and Recreation inviting the Town of Eckville to consider submitting a bid for the right to host the 2014 Alberta Winter Games.

	
	Columbia Institute – Canada-European Union Trade Agreement
	9.3
	Information was received from Columbia Institute regarding the Canada-European Union Trade Agreement.

	
	Alberta Municipal Affairs – Municipal Sustainability Initiative (MSI)
	9.4
	A letter was received from Alberta Municipal Affairs advising that the following projects have been accepted as qualifying projects under the capital funding guidelines of the Municipal Sustainability Initiative and the Town of Eckville may apply the following amounts of our MSI capital funding allocation to the qualifying costs of these projects:
Lift Stations, Forced Main Upgrades - $443,165

North Outlet Storm Water - $85,655

	
	Alberta Health and Wellness/Alberta Health Services – “Becoming the Best: 5-Year Health Action Plan”
	9.5
	Alberta Health and Wellness and Alberta Health Services jointly released the new “Becoming the Best: 5-Year Health Action Plan”. The plan provides Albertans with clear direction on what they can expect from their health care system over the next 5 years.  A copy of the publication was provided.

	
	Legislative Assembly Alberta – Wildrose Caucus Municipal Survey
	9.6
	A letter was received from the Legislative Assembly of Alberta congratulating Mayor Posti on her acclamation as Mayor of Eckville.  Included with the letter was a Wildrose Caucus Municipal Survey.

	
	Canadian Red Cross – Programs and Services
	9.7
	Correspondence was received from the Canadian Red Cross advising of an upcoming Disaster Social Services Open House along with information outlining the programs and services the organization provides.

	
	ConocoPhillips – Land Agreement Notification
	9.8
	Information was received from ConocoPhillips regarding the disclosure of personal information.

	
	FCM – New Deadline for Completing Infrastructure Stimulus Projects
	9.9
	Correspondence was received from FCM advising that the federal government recently announced an extension to the completion date for infrastructure projects from March 31, 2011 to October 31, 2011.

	
	Alberta Municipal Affairs – The Land Assembly Project Area Act, The Alberta Land Stewardship Act, The Electric Statutes Amendment Act
	9.10
	A letter was received from Alberta Municipal Affairs clarifying the following Acts:
-The Land Assembly Project Area Act

-The Alberta Land Stewardship Act

-The Electric Statutes Amendment Act
Concerns with any of these Acts can be submitted to Hector Goudreau, Minister of Alberta Municipal Affairs.

	
	
	
	

	
	Res.455/10
	
	Moved by Councillor Walker that the correspondence and information items be received for information.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Press left the meeting at 8:05 p.m.

	
	
	
	

	10.
	Seminars, Meetings, Special Events
	10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

10.5
	Red Deer River Watershed Alliance Workshop – January 26, 2011 (Red Deer)
Councillor Walker to attend.

Economic Development for Elected Official’s Course – February 24, 2011 (Wetaskiwin)

2011 CPAA Conference – April 4-6, 2011 (Red Deer) Mayor Posti and Councillor Walker to attend.

Disaster Social Services Open House – February 8, 2011 (location TBD)

Elected Officials Education Program – January 28, 2011 (Fort Saskatchewan)

	
	
	
	

	
	Res.456/10
	
	Moved by Councillor Walker that the Seminars, Meetings, and Special Events be received for information and that attendance be approved as indicated.  Carried.

	
	
	
	

	11.
	In Camera
	
	None

	
	
	
	

	12.
	Committee of the Whole
	12.1
12.2
	Agricultural Pests Act
Municipal Sustainability for Alberta

Committee of the Whole was deferred to the January 24, 2011 Council meeting.

	
	
	
	

	13.
	Adjournment

Res. 457/10
	13.1
	Moved by Mayor Posti that the meeting be adjourned.  Time: 8:15 p.m. Carried.


___________________________________

_____________________________________

Mayor






Administrator  [image: image1]
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